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program that could do it faster,cheaper, and nore efficiently
reopening these 34 beds. This anendnent is not anti-community

based programs, just the opposite. |t is an affirmation of the
comunity prograns in a bal anced nental health delivery system

but. as apart of the balance recognized that tnhe institutional
side of the picture cannot be ignored either. Thereis a gapin
the community based side but there is also egual critical gap in
the institutional side, a gap in either side places a greater

burden on the remaining health delivery system _ This
institutional gap will not go away sinply because we wish it to.
It needs to be addressed now, not two years from now. The
dangerous incidents involving the mentally ill iy occur

whet her we are prepared for it or not. |t js not sonething we
can put on the back burner for a nore convenient day or hour.
If you will look at the Lutheran plans nove to redirect mental
pati ents, one of the nmmjor hospitals in Omha, Lutheran pMedical
Center, officials said money they are taking steps in...to
"edirect psychiatric energency patients to place them where
officials say they properly pelong, Douglas County Hospital
Community Nental Health Center. There are not even beds there.
Lutheran Medical Center, which includes a psychiatric hospital
has decided to act on its own because more mental emergency
cases are comng there, said Gary Petersen. Lutheran Medical
Center's enmergency roomis not set up to handle psychiatric
ener genci es. Dougl as County Hospital's Community Mental Center
has a contract to provide energency psychiatric care, but County
Hospital officials have said that the center does not have
enough beds. Joanna Lloyd, Nental Health Region V program
director, said Lutheran Medical Center's letter and the issue of
Bsychi atric emergencies will be discussed at the regional center
oard nmeeting. The psychiatric energency situation was bad
enough before but now it s really deteriorating, she said.
Psychi atric energenci es often involve people with serious nental
illness who need long-termtreatnment either in a hospital or gp
out patient setting. And if you will turn itover and you will
read a letter fromthe President of Lutheran Hospital. "Having
just learned that Governor Or has vetoed the bill appropriating
funds for 34 additional beds at the Norfol k Regional Center, |
want to express my concern to you. Qur current system of caring
for the chronically nentally ill in Nebraska is dangerously
overburdened as it now exists. Wile the additional capacity at
Nor f ol k woul d have been utilized al nbst imediately and taken by
itself, would not have begun to address the problem we felt it
coul d have hel ped. Obviously, there is also a significant geq

for additional inpatient capacity at Douglas County Mental

7613



